Virginia City Hvbrid Energy Center
Response to Data Request
Vivian Thomson, Vice Chair, Virginia Air Pollution Control Board

Question (Page No. 5):

The visibility analysis used was based on Method 8. However, this method has not been
approved by the National Park Service.

Response:

John Notar of the National Park Service pointed out in a presentation to the EPA State
Modeler’s Workshop on May 16, 2007 entitled, “Federal Land Managers’ Activities and
Issues” (Attachment 1) that the FLAG guidance of 2000 was intended to be a working
document with revisions and refinements made to the techniques over time. As a result
of several factors, including regulatory developments such as the BART rule and input
from applicants and regulatory authorities, revisions to the FLAG procedures have been
accepted by the Federal Land Managers (FLMs) as a matter of practice in individual
applications. In his presentation Notar listed modified and refined visibility procedures
that are currently considered by the FLMs. These include (1) the use of Method 6 instead
of Method 2, (2) use of the 98th percentile visibility impact value as recommended by the
USEPA for BART, and (3) use of the new IMPROVE extinction equations which are
included in Method 8. The CALPOST Method 8 was shown to be equivalent with the
spreadsheet technique already accepted by the FLMs and USEPA.
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